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Message

It is with great pleasure that the British Embassy Tokyo supports the 8th WakuWaku
concert and this year’s British theme.

From Benjamin Britten to the Beatles, music has always been one of Britain’s proudest
exports. For generations British music has earned itself a place in the hearts of music fans
around the world. Current UK artists from Ed Sheeran to Sam Smith and Paloma Faith to
One Direction show that this is set to continue.

UK artists today account for one in every eight artist albums sold globally and Japanese fans
are hugely important as Japan continues to be the second largest market in the world for UK
artists.

But music is also about experiencing culture — for which the UK and Japan share a mutual
curiosity and appetite. To get the latest updates on popular UK music and artists and
emerging talents, please follow the embassy’s ‘British Music in Japan® Facebook and Twitter
channels and I hope that today’s concert will inspire many of you to keep on discovering
more about the UK and great British music.

Tim Hitchens
British Ambassador to Japan
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