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It is with great pleasure that the Delegation of the European Union to Japan supports this year's WakuWaku Concert. Having
focussed on a different EU member state or subject each year, it is only fitting that for the 10th anniversary of the concert the
selected theme should be the European Union.

Many of the composers represented in this year's programme lived and worked not only in their country of birth but in various
other locations in Europe: Mozart travelled extensively throughout Europe, premiering his works not only in his native Salzburg
or in Vienna, but also Milan, Paris, Prague, among other locations. Bizet spent time in Rome. The Polish-born Chopin settled, for
the second half of his life, in Paris. Their works enrich not only their own national culture but the culture of Europe.

T am also happy that the WakuWaku concert has as a specific objective the facilitation of access to classical concerts for children
and their parents, disabled people, and low-income families. Embracing diversity and inclusion is an important value for the EU,
and the unique ability of music to bring people together certainly provides an excellent vehicle to promote such a culture.

. I wish the organisers much success and hope that many people will enjoy the concert.
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